Advanced Placement American Government

Unit VI: The Media
Wilson (Ch12)

Monday 11/06 ~ Americanism and Government Test- (20 points towards
Test/Quiz Cagegory)

Tuesday 11/07 No School: Teacher Profe_s's}ional' Day

Wednesday 11/08 Quiz 269-280:(@@7;_;_1-3091;)/Political ideologies-Bring unit 5
packet to discuss. Compass Test?

Thursday 11/09 Answers due to set of summary questions found at the end of:
“The Mass Media: Free and Independent?” by Parenti in
Ciglar/Loomis, p. 254. Class Discussion of article and Media Bias
Activity.

Friday 11/10 Begin Video: Kill the Messenger: Make Connections with
Parenti article.

Begin Feeding Frenzy: Focus questions: Why is the media
called a feeding freny? Why does the media challenge a candidate’s character, even
if it is a rumor or rumors? What connections can you make to Primary colors?

Monday 11/13 Ciritical Review Due: Feeding Frenzy Video: Kill The
Messenger.

Tuesday 11/14 Quiz over Ch12, pp. 280 - 292. (Open Book)

Video: Kill the Messenger.

Focus question: What is the inside story? How did Mass Media
attempt to cover it up? Was the behavior of the mass media and its corporate
ownership to be expected? Connect to Parenti article.

Wednesday 11/15 Video: Kill the Messenger

Thursday =~ 11/16 AP Multiple Choice Test. Units IV, V and VI. (Chapters 7-12)




Note Cards Due-5 Bonus Points

Friday 11/17 AP Format Essay Test. Two required essays, 45 minutes
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“The Media

L Reviewihg'tthe Chapter -

A. Chapter Focus

¢

In thls chapter you w111 examine the hlstoncal evolunon and current status of relations be-- -

. ~tween the government and the news media—how the media aﬂ"ect govemment and poh,trcs -
".and how govérnment seeks to affect the media. . :

After rea /d1r<g and reviewing the matenal in th15 chapter you should be able to do each

of the following:
-1,

Describe: the evolutlon of Joumahsm in- Amencan polmcal hlstory, -and descnbe the d.lf- o

L ferences between the party press and the mass medla of today

2.

Demonstrate how the cba.ractensucs of the electmmc medra have affected the actions .

'~of pubhc officials- and candxdates for. natlonal oﬂice.

. -Descnbe the effect of the pattern of ownershrp and cpentrol of the medra on the d1s-. .
' semmamon of news, and show-How wire services'and televxswn netwarks have aﬁ’ected .

- nauonal news coverage Dlscuss the mﬂuenee of the: nanonal _press.

. Deseribe the mIes that govern ﬁxe medaa and contrast the regulatron of electromc and '

pnnt media. Desciibé the efféct of libel- laWS onfreedom of the press and: of gevern-

) .ment rules ofl broadcasters

.- -B. $tudy Outline -
| L

.. Assess the effect of the media-on pohtlcs and. dJscuss why it.is difficult to ﬁnd ev1dence .
 that:can be used to make a meaningful and;accurate assessment. Explain why the

execuuve branch prohably beneﬁts at the expense of Congress

. Describe-the: adversanal Ppress and how reporters use their sources. Descn'be how an
. admmrstrauon -Inay, develop ta:ncs to use agamst the adversanal press

Journalism in American pelitical h‘istox:y P
A. . The'party press - .
" 1. Parties-created and: sub51d12ed vanous newspapers
‘2. Circulatioh was small, newspapers expensive, advertisers few . -
" 3. :Newspapers circulated among pelmcal and commercral ehtes
B The popular press . - - te
o By Changesm society and technoiogy made press self-: supportmg and able to
 reach.miass readership . _
Coa. Hrgh-speed press
~b. Telegraph - R
¢. - Associated Press, 1848 ob_]ectlve reportmg : _
S d Urbamzatron allowed ldrge numbers to support paper -
e Government Prmtmg Office—end of sub51d1es in 1860
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2.

3.

Influence of publishers, editors created pamsan bxas
a. “Yellow journalism” to attract readers

b. Hearst foments war against Spain

Emergence of a common national culture

= ' C. Magazines of opinion

1.

D.

""N"'E! P wN

6.

Middle class favors new, progressive periodicals -

a. Nation, Atlantic, Harper's in 1850s and 1860s on behalf of certain issues
b. MecClure’, Scribner’, Cosmopolltan later on

Individual writers gain nauonal followings through investigative reporting
Number of competing newspapers declines, as does sensatlona.hsm

" Today the number of national magazmes focusing on politics accounts fora
..small and declining fraction of magazmes

ectronic Joumahsm o
Radio arrives in 1920s, television in 1940s _ :
Politicians could address voters directly but people could easily ignore them
But fewer politicians could be covered '
a. President routinely covered
b. Others must use bold tactics :
"Recent rise in talk show as polmcal forum has increased polmc1ans access to
electronic media
a. “Big Three” networks have made it harder for canchdates by shortening".
sound bites
b. But politicians have more sources: cable, early morning riews, news
magazine shows -
c.- These new sources feature lengthy mtemews
'No research on consequences of two changes:
a. Recent access of politicians to electronic media -
b “Narrowcasting,” which targets segmented audiences
Politiciaris continue to-seek visuals even after they are elected
New era of électronic Joumahsm emerging

II. The structure of the media
. A. Degree of competition -

1.

2.

Newspapers

a. Number of newspapers has not declined .

‘b. Number of cities with multiple papers has declined
(1) 60 percent of cities had competing newspapers m 1900
(2) 4 percent in 1972

Radio and television

a. Intensely competitive, becoming more so -

b. .-Composed mostly of locally owned and managed enterpnses, unlzke
' Europe
" Orientation to local market '

d Limitations by FCC—wxdespread ownership created:

B. . The national media

1.
2.

Existence somewhat oﬁ"sets local orientation
Consists of

a. Wire services _

b. National magazines

c. Television networks

--d. -Newspapers with national readershlps

Slgmﬁcance .
. Washington officials follow it closely

b Reporters and editors different from local press a dlsnnctlve group
"(1) Better paid
(2) From more presnglous universities
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(3) More liberal outlook
(4) Do investigative or interpretive stories
4, Roles played :
LN ' ' a. Gatekeeper: what is news, for how long
S : _ , . (1) Auto safety
' : : - (2) Water pollution
(3) Prescription drugs
" (4) Crimc rates
- b. Scorekeeper: who is wmm?ig, losing
(1) Attention to Iowa, New Hampshlre
; o (2) Gary Hart in 1984 :
R . .. .. ¢ -Watchdog: investigate personalmes and expose scandals
: ‘ ' (1) Hart’s name, birth date, in 1984; Donna Rice in 1987
(2) Watergate (Woodwafd and Bernstein) -
III. Rules governing the media ' .
A. Newspapers versus electronic media
1. Newspapers almost entirely free from government regulation
- Prosecutions only after the fact and limited: libel, obscenity, mc1tement
. 2. Radlo and television licensed, regulated
" B. Conﬁdentxahty of sources.
1. Reporters want right to keep sources confidential
2. Most states and federal government disagree
3. .Supreme Court allows government to compel reporters to d1vu1ge information
in court if it bears on a crime
4. Myron Farber _}a_ed for contempt _
. 5. Police search of newspaper office upheld
C. Regulation and deregulation
1. FCClicensing
a. Seven years for radio
S ' . . b Five years for television
ol ' : - Stations must serve commumty needs”
: d “Public service, other aspects ¢an be regulated
~ 2. Recent movement to deregulate '
a. License renewal by postcard
b. No hearing unless opposed
_ . ¢ Relaxation of nile enforcement
- , 3. . Other radio and telev1s1on regulatmns
: a. Equal time rule.
- b. Rightof reply rule :
" ¢, Political editorializing rule -
4, Fairness doctrine was abolished in 1987
. D. Campaigning
1. Equal time rule apphes
a. Equal access for all candidates
b.- Rates no higher than least expensive commercial rate
¢. Debates formerly had to include all candidates .
(1) Reagan-Carter debate sponsored by LWV as “news event”
(2) Now stations and networks can sponsor :
' 2. Efficiency in reaching voters
" - @ +~Workswell when market and district overlap
b. Fails when they are not aligned .
. ‘¢, More Senate than House. candldates buy TV time
Iv. The effects of the media on politics :
_ _ . _ A. Studies on media influence on elections
W 1. Generally inconclusive, because of citizens’
N ' a. Selective attention
b. Mental tune-out *
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2.
3

Products can be sold more easily than candidates

Newspaper endorsements of candidates

a. Often of Republicans locally, whereas Democrats endorsed nationally
b. But worth 5 percent of vote to endorsed Democrats

B. Major effect is on how politics is conducted, not how people vote

5.

Conventions scheduled to accommodate television-coverage
Candeates win party nomination via media exposure o

a. 'Estes Kefauver

Issues established by media attention

a. Environmerit -

b. Consumer issues

Issues that are important to citizens similar to those in media
a. TV influences political agenda

_b. But people less likely to take medla cues on matters that affect them

personally
Newspaper readers see bigger candidate differences than do TV viewers
TV-news affects popularity of presidents; commentaries have short-term eﬁect

V Govemment and the news
- A. Prominence of the president

m#wpﬁ

Theodore Roosevelt: systematic cultivation of the press

Franklin Roosevelt: press secretary a ma_]or instrument for culnvanng press’
Press secretary today: large staff, many functions

White House press corps is the focus of press secretary

Unparalleled personalization of government

B.- Coverage of Congress

1.
2.

3.

Never equal to that of president; members resentful
House quite restrictive
“a. No cameras on floor until 1978

~ b. . Sometimes refused to.permit coverage of committees

¢. - Gavel-to-gavel coverage of proceedmgs since 1979

Senate more open ,

a. Hearings since Kefauver, TV coverage of sessions in 1986

b. ‘Incubator for presidential contenders through committee hearings

VI. Interpretmg polmcal news
"A. Are news stories slanted?

1.

W

" Most people believe media, especmlly televxsmn from which they get most -

news
a. But percentage that think medla biased is increasing

. b. Press itself thinks it is-unbiased’
Liberal bias of national media elite

Various factors mﬂuence how stories aré written
a. Deadlines -
b.- Audience attraction

¢. Fairness, truth imposed by professmnal norms

d. Reporters’, editors’ beliefs

Types of stories .
a. Routine stories: public events regularly covered :
(1) Reported similarly by all media; opmlons of _]oumahsts have least
effect :
.{2) Can be m;srepon:ed Tet oﬂ"ensWe .
b. Selected stories: public but not routinely covered
(1) Selection involves perceptlon of what is lmportant
(2) Liberal and conservative papers do different stories
(3) Increasing in number reﬂect views of press more than experts or
public
¢. Insider stories: not usually made public; motlve problem
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P omop

5. Studies on effects of journalistic opinions

a.
b.

C.

Nuclear power: antinuclear slant
School busing probusing
Media “spin” almost inevitable

6. Insider stories raise quesnons of informant’s motives

a.
b.

From official background briefings of the past .
.. . To critical inside stories of pdst-Watergate era

B. Why do we have so many news leaks?
- - . 1. Consttution: separation of powers

a
b.

Power is decentralized _
Branches of government compete

- ¢ -Notillegal to print most secrets :
2. Adversarial nature of the press since Watergate

a.
b."
C.
d.

Press and politicians distrust each other

.Media are eagerto embarrass officials -

Competition for awards
Spurred by Irangate: arms for hostages

' 3. Cynicism ereated era of attack journalism

a.
b.
c

:Most people do not like this kind of news -

Cynicism of media mirrors public’s increasing cynicism of media
People believe media slant coverage

. 4. Public confidence in big business down and now media are big business
- 5. Drive for market share forces media to use theme of ¢orruption
C. Government constraints on journalists
1. Reporters must strike a balance between

a.
b.

Expressmn of views
Retaining sources

2. Abundance of congreéssional staffers makes it easier -
3. Governmental tools to fight back :

e 9-'9.9‘9

C. Key Terms Match

Numerous press officers

Press releases—“canned news”

Leaks and background stories to favorites

Bypass national press for local '

Presidential rewards and punishments for reporters based on their stories -

Match the followmg terms and descnptlons.

Assocxated Press :

a
'b.  attack journalism

canned news

a0

community needs

* “equal time rule
fairness doctrine
FCC

“feature stories

e
1

L
3

insider stories

k. loaded larigﬁég.e

Freedom of Information Act

1._' _.__ British legislation to. pumsh officials who d1vulge pnvate
govemment business
2. u.s. leglslatlon guaranteeing cmzens access to certam gov-

ernment documents

3. _ An orgamzatlon founded for the telegraphic dissemination of
- News m 1848 . .

Sensatlonah_zed news reporting
Investigative reporters such as Lincoln Steffens

- Filmed-stories for evenihg television news

NG o»op

The govemment agency charged with regulatmg the elec- -
troni¢ media -

L Informatmn from a govemment ofﬁcxal who can be quoted by
© name -’

-(conﬁnugd)
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D. Did You Think That . .. ?

market (television)
muckrakers _
Official Secrets Act
off the record

. on backé—round _
- on deep background

on the record

reékless disregard

- nght- f-reply rule -

" routine stories .

selective attention
sound bite
trial balloon

_visuals
White House press corps

. yellow journalism

26.

27.

‘Information from an oh‘icial\ that cannot be printed

Information from an official that can be printed, but not at-
tributed to the official by name

' Information from an official that can be printed, but not at-

tributed at all

A-court- standard for ﬁndmg the media gmlty of 11belmg
officials ——

An official criterion for the reneWal of broadcast licenses

A principle that formerly obligated broadcasters to present

. both sides of an issue

An obligation on broadcasters te give all candidates equa.l
access to the me_dla _

Ari area easily reached by one television signal

The tendency of people to see what they like and i ignore what

“they do not like
‘Reporters regularly assigned to cover the president

Public events regularly covered by reporters

Public events not regularly covered by reporters

Events that become public only if revealed to reporters
Press releases or other news. items. prepared for reporters

Journalism that selzes upon information that might question
the character or qualifications of a pubhc official

'-Words that reflect a value judgment, used to persuade the lis-

" tener w1thout makmg an arguient

- An BCC rule permltnng a person the right to respond if

attacked on a broadcast other than in a regular news
program

A brief statement no longer than a few seconds used ona
radio or televmon broadcast - '

_ Information provxded to the media by an anonymous source

as a'way of testlng reaction to a potential policy or

’ appomtment

. Below. dre.listed a number of misconceptions. You should be able to refute each statement in the

space provided, referring to information -or argumentauon contamed in this chapter. Sample -

‘answers appear at the end of the Handbook.

1 “F:_'eed_om.of the press means that Congress cannot regulate the mass media.”
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- \ : Joumalxs’acprofessxonltxs notatall the dofié thiing, evenamong

| The people of the press are people too So |
> ;Where does that leave the idea of obj; ect1v1ty?’ :

s

By ANNA QUINDLEN

FUNNY" THINGH.APPENED TO MEONTHE WAYTO
this column. I éndorsed apremdentlal candidate, - -

For those of youwho have spentmonths lookingat: the
telewsxon screenoveraslice of: plzza and saying, “Idon’t.”
g Sau ¢if Kevin Costner is the Reform Party candidate, I'm -
i ‘votmgﬁ)r George W.,” this maynot seem remarkable, Butinthe

L S

opinion columnists. Careful readers may seetftis as vainglorious. -
- ..Ifahstof ado Tammnists were tobe dra% upandafour-part .
s gndlald oldtnextto 1t, notunlike one of those “what do yourcolor

. chorcessayaboutyou?”qmzzesmhfestylemagamnes manycould- *

- effortlessly dropthepundit into the appropriate box: liberal, con- .
. Servatlve, Repubhcan, Democrat. Except for Dave Barry whol .
- supposeistheJesse Ventura of columnists;
* Butreporters and editor§ and even oplmon oolummsts are ex-

- pected accordmg to the mosﬂy unwritten rules, to'be on the out- .

_side looking in, to reflect events without becoming part of them.

. 2 This'is a cornérstone of” the professrori, embodied by the venerable N
. Walter] Lrppmann degades agoin asingleword: obJecmnty Alofty. .

G goal d great notion. Yet at some level the notion is nonsense, and .
- '1t has helped to poison.the oompact betw' en the people and the

.Tak :port released by'the Wome (
'ress coverage of female gubematonal ‘candidates. It found -

. than'at any moment in history. Dor’t trust press reporting of
" the debates? Watch them yourself. Believe one newspaper or
DEws magazine is biased? Skim two, or three, or read the wire - o
_ stories online. Not interested in Monica’s diet or Newt's deorceP S
C- Span ﬁ'xend C—Span “Where once there were only three _
" evening news programs, now there are dozéns. Never before has .
it been possible to learn so much from s0 many dlfferent SOurces -
. in so maxy different fashions. :

- 'lem is that the press sometimes seems to suggest-that reportmg is
-objéctive science, that thére is no sctim between the reader and:.- |
theinformation. But there is always a scrim. ‘Thé scrim is the re:.

n reported and. stands ;

-'before 1 had retui'hed to Jou.rnahsm Igave a. speech in, support

T s v

.'to talk to, what they manage to see and
. how they put all this together in words a
pictures. The effect is usually subtle. But
“the effect is always there. :
- Sometimes it is not subtle at all. 1 hap-
- pened to be in our nation’s capital when
 the story broke about the president and the
” then unnamed iritern. Washington is a city
.. .inwhich reporters léamn what Amerjcans .
- “are thinking by talking to—and sometimes - .-
- dating— olrtlcal operatives and lobbyists; -
- thus aﬂ:er three days Tbegan repeating the:
prevailing opinion, that the days of the -
-Clinton pre51dency were numbered. When - ;
- I returned home I was deprogrammed and -~ - %
. - .subsequently realized that the president .
. »was sullied but safe. Reporters, however, *
“were in grave danger of appearing seamy
‘and foolish. = -
"~ Yetthe Levwnsky debacle may have
- marked a turn for the better. In its wake
the Pew Research Center for the People -
% - and the Press did a survey-that showed;as -
usual, that people were disgusted withthe .3
media. But thé center also did a survey -7
2%  that showed that journalists were more -
- critical than ever of their own standards, S
-and terribly concemed about the dlstrust o
: ".of readers. S ,':1
Readers areina better position to deal with that dlstrust ’ i

- ‘But none of that should let reporters off the hook. The prob~

orter. And $ome; reporters Imanage to ‘shavei it to'a shadow, wh:le'
thers get in‘the reader’s way, not usually b ‘because of overt blas B
betause: of the limitation of their talents We always carry

with as what we e leamed and those we like: But the best re- -
OTters;’ ‘whether-among the old guysin hats who once populated L
ity roorms or. the lacquered consonant—craclung pnncesses of 10 '
a1 TV news, ‘nse: that only as astartmg pomt Ob_]ec’nvxt} isa,

) So'what ‘can readers conclude from the fact that SJ.X months ago,"
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